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Supreme Court 
won’t intervene in 
synagogue dispute

C.F. scores grant 
for Macomber 
Stadium repairs

By MICHELLE R. 
SMITH

Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — The 
U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to intervene Monday in a fight 
over control of the nation’s 
oldest synagogue and its re-
ligious bells worth millions, 
leaving in place a ruling that 
the Rhode Island synagogue 
will remain the property of a 
New York congregation.

The Congregation Jeshuat 
Israel in Newport, Rhode Is-

land, had asked a judge to de-
clare that it owned the more 
than 250-year-old Touro 
Synagogue and a set of Co-
lonial-era Torah bells, called 
rimonim. It had a plan to sell 
the bells to the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston for $7.4 
million as a way to shore up 
its finances.

Manhattan’s Congregation 
Shearith Israel, the nation’s 
oldest Jewish congregation, 
became trustee of Touro after 

See Dispute, page A2

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

CENTRAL FALLS – The 
city of Central Falls scored 
when it comes to enhancing 
Macomber Stadium, as nearly 
$37,000 from the U.S. Soccer 
Foundation will be used to in-
stall synthetic turf at the ball-
park and field on High Street.

City officials last Friday 
announced that Central Falls 
was awarded a $36,750 grant 
from the U.S. Soccer Founda-
tion, whose programs serve 
as the “national model for 
sports-based youth develop-
ment in underserved commu-
nities such as the square mile 
city,” officials said.

The grant is intended to 
fund the enhancement of Ma-
comber Stadium through the 
addition of synthetic turf by 
AstroTurf – a national leader 
in synthetic athletic field ma-
terial.

“Our community has long 
awaited field improvements 
to Macomber Field,” May-
or James A. Diossa said in a 
statement issued last Friday. 
“We are excited to be able 
to make necessary enhance-
ments through this grant 
award, so our youth can enjoy 
playing the great game of soc-
cer.”

The grant was awarded as 
part of the U.S. Soccer 

See Grant, page A2

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – When Soraia Hazard 
first started going to the Boys & Girls 
Club of Pawtucket, she was a shy, in-
secure six-year-old who was unsure of 
how to express herself.

Despite being always opinionat-
ed, she was never quite the person that 
would speak up to an adult or a teacher 
to say she doesn’t like something or of-
fer a suggestion of how to fix a problem.

Time has a funny way of changing 
things, because after more than 10 years 
of attending classes and programs at the 
Pawtucket Club, Hazard now finds her-
self unafraid to speak up, offer an opin-
ion, and express exactly how she feels.

“At the Boys & Girls Club, they 
taught me how to state my problems and 
say them in the right way,” she said.

Hazard, a 16-year-old junior at Wil-
liam M. Davies, Jr. Career and Techni-
cal High School, was recently named 
the Club’s 2019 Youth of the Year. What 
made that all the sweeter for Hazard was 
that she won one year after finishing as a 
finalist in the 2018 competition.

Since enrolling as a young girl, Haz-
ard has participated in a number of or-
ganizations within the Club itself. She’s 
been a member of the Keystone Club – a 
community group that helps to develop 
programming – for three years, the last 
two years as president. Before that, she 
was president of Torch Club, essential-
ly a Keystone Club but for the Boys & 

Girls Club’s younger members.
Hazard also participates in Smart 

Girls, a group that helps to empower the 
young women at the Club. In that pro-
gram, the girls talk about self-esteem, 
healthy habits, personal hygiene, and 
being able to balance life’s stresses and 
challenges. She’s also employed in the 
Club’s junior staff program, which helps 
in the kitchen and with pre-teens.

“I’ve always liked to be able to set a 
good example … It feels good. Not a lot 
of girls have that person they’re able to 
look up to. Being able to help somebody 
who doesn’t have someone to help them 
feels great,” Hazard said. She counted 
her mother and Club staff member 

See Youth, page A2

Photo by Jonathan Bissonnette
Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket’s 2019 Youth of the Year winner 
Soraia Hazard.

Pawtucket’s Hazard named ‘Youth of the Year’

WEATHER:
TODAY
High:

45
Low:
25

Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket honors teen for leadership

CLIPPER CLINCH

Cumberland High School 
won the Rhode Island 
Interscholastic League 
Division II championship 
on Monday at Brown Uni-
versity’s Meehan Audito-
rium, defeating the PSW 
co-op team 1-0 in the 
third game of the cham-
pionship series. The win-
ning goal was scored by 
junior Domenic Rousseau 
at 5:22 in the second pe-
riod. For more photos and 
a full recap of the game, 
see Sports, page B1.

Photos by  
ERNEST A. BROWN
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Youth
Continued from page A1
Monique Fernandes as valu-
able role models in her life.

James Hoyt, the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Pawtucket, 
entered the letter of recom-
mendation for Hazard, saying 
she’s always been admired in 
the eyes of her peers.

“If they could just take one 
or two of her qualities and 
own those, they’d be better 
off,” Hoyt said. “She’s just 
a good kid. She’s got a great 
head on her shoulders, she’s 

had to take responsibility in 
her family life at a young age 
for her siblings and she’s al-
ways been a really dynamic 
leader.”

Hazard was honored as 
the Club’s Youth of the Year 
during the annual dinner and 
celebration at the Alfred El-
son, Jr. Clubhouse on March 
5. She said she was “shocked” 
when it was revealed that she 
was to be feted as the award 
winner, saying she nearly spit 
out the water she was drink-
ing when her name was an-
nounced.

“It was shocking and good 
at the same time,” Hazard 

recalled. “I was kind of over-
whelmed, I was so happy I 
won and so excited that I was 
able to really get to meet new 
people while I was running 
for Youth of the Year … I 
was shocked. I was drinking 
my water, I stopped and said 
‘Me?!’ I was crying.”

On April 9 at the Rhode 
Island Convention Center, 
Hazard will compete against 
five candidates from other 
Boys & Girls Clubs in Rhode 
Island in the statewide Youth 
of the Year competition. The 
winner of the statewide con-
test receives a $5,000 schol-
arship.

The local candidates com-
plete extensive application 
packets which include school 
transcripts, recommenda-
tions, and essays about their 
Club experience, vision for 
America’s youth, and person-
al brand.

Hazard aspires to attend 
Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. and wants to 
study dermatology. She’s 
visiting the campus this sum-

mer, saying the college has a 
“great medical program.”

When asked what words 
of advice she’d have for 
those teens and young adults 
aspiring to be like her, Hazard 
said: “Nothing’s ever too lit-
tle to speak up and make sure 
that your voice is heard, just 
to go for it. There’s always a 
chance you’ll succeed.”

Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America’s Youth of the Year 
recognition is the highest 
honor a Club member can 
achieve. Since its inception 
in 1947, the Youth of the Year 
program celebrates the ex-
traordinary achievements of 
teenagers, Club officials said. 
Members who earn the Youth 
of the Year title “embody the 
values of leadership and ser-
vice, academic excellence, 
and healthy lifestyles. They 
exemplify the critical impact 
that Boys & Girls Clubs have 
on young people,” officials 
said.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Dispute
Continued from page A1
Jews left Newport in the late 
18th and early 19th centu-
ries. It fought the plan to sell 
the bells.

Congregation Jeshuat Is-
rael has worshipped at Touro 
since the late 1800s, and the 
two sides have periodically 
fought since then over who 
controls it.

Lou Solomon, a lawyer 
for Congregation Shearith 

Israel, struck a conciliato-
ry tone, saying he looked 
forward to “a return of har-
monious relations” between 
them and Touro’s congrega-
tion.

“It’s a national treasure, 
it’s going to remain open for 
all Jews,” Solomon said.

But he added a caveat.
“We’re going to go for-

ward with or without them. 
It is my hope that there will 
not be any more hostile 
acts,” he said.

A trial judge awarded 

control of the property and 
the bells to the Newport 
group, but the 1st U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals went 
the other way, giving them 
to the group from Manhat-
tan.

Gary Naftalis, a lawyer 
for the Newport congre-
gants, said they were disap-
pointed.

“Our petition raised sig-
nificant constitutional issues 
affecting the survival of Tou-
ro Synagogue and the rights 
of religious organizations in 

America,” he said, adding 
that they hope the congre-
gation’s “right to continue 
to pray in the historic Touro 
Synagogue, as it has for over 
a century, will be respected.”

Solomon said the New 
York congregation plans to 
reach out to the one in New-
port soon with an offer to 
meet and plan for ways to 
move forward together.

“We don’t want to be the 
imperialists that are coming 
there and kicking people 
out. What matters is that the 

synagogue remain a house 
of worship for all Jews, open 
to all Jews,” he said.

Touro Synagogue was 
dedicated in 1763 and is a 
national historic site. The 
synagogue was visited by 
George Washington in 1790, 
and he later sent its congre-
gants a letter declaring that 
the government of the Unit-
ed States “gives to bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution 
no assistance.” It attracts 
tens of thousands of visitors 
annually.

Grant Continued from page A1
Foundation’s Safe Plac-
es to Play program, which 
officials said seeks to pro-
vide youths with safe and 
accessible areas to play by 
funding the costs of design, 
construction, surfacing, and 
enhancement in communi-
ties through three grant cy-
cles during the year. 

The field at the corner of 
Blackstone and High streets 
has long served as the home 
for generations of athletes on 
Central Falls High School’s 
football, soccer, baseball, 
and softball teams. But play-
ers on those teams became 
road Warriors starting in 
the fall of 2017, after it was 
decided that Macomber Sta-
dium’s field was unsuitable 
for play due to contaminated 

soil. Since then, the four high 
school programs have played 
every game on the road.

The $37,000 grant was 
the latest financial windfall 
to benefit Macomber Stadi-
um. State officials, including 
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo, 
announced last April that 
the stadium would receive 
$300,000 for field remedia-
tion; renovations to the irri-
gation system, the bleachers 
and dugouts; and installation 
of a perimeter fence.

The announced work on 
Macomber was part of an 
overall $3 million in match-
ing grants to 15 communities 
across Rhode Island to de-
velop or renovate recreation-
al facilities in their cities 
and towns. The grants were 
awarded by the Department 
of Environmental Manage-

ment.
Synthetic turf fields are 

a trend that’s been grow-
ing locally. The $4.1 mil-
lion state-of-the-art stadium 
at Tozier-Cassidy Field in 
Cumberland, which was 
completed in 2013, includes 
a flagship multi-sport syn-
thetic turf field.

The Town of Cumberland 
has also replaced the natural 
grass football field at Tucker 
Field with synthetic turf as 
part of the Tucker Field Ath-
letic Complex renovation 
project.

In Bellingham, a $1.3 mil-
lion turf field project at Bell-
ingham High School’s An-
derson Field was completed 
in 2015.

Last year, Central Falls’ 
Macomber Stadium received 
$300,000 for field remedia-

tion; renovations to the irri-
gation system, the bleachers 
and dugouts; and installation 
of a perimeter fence. The 
work on Macomber is part 
of an overall $3 million in 
matching grants to 15 com-
munities across Rhode Is-
land to develop or renovate 
recreational facilities in their 
cities and towns. The grants 
were awarded by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Man-
agement.

The grants, which re-
quire a community match 
and range from $77,600 
to $300,000, are funded 
through 2016 Open Space 
bond proceeds. The state 
grants will be matched by lo-
cal funding to generate over 
$5 million in recreation-
al project improvements 
throughout Rhode Island.

Officials from Central 
Falls said the work at Ma-
comber Stadium will begin 
this spring.

Diossa said he is thrilled 
at the prospect of returning 
Central Falls High’s teams 
to their home field, saying 
“we’ll finally have our fields 
back and have home-turf ad-
vantage and play under the 
lights.”

Central Falls High athlet-
ic director and assistant foot-
ball coach Anthony Ficocelli 
said the finished product at 
Macomber is “going to be 
great. It’ll be great to be here 
Friday nights, to have kids 
in the community support 
it. It’ll be great to be back at 
Macomber.”

With reports from Staff 
Writer Joseph Fitzgerald

By HEATHER 
HOLLINGSWORTH

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
Hundreds of homes flooded 
in several Midwestern states 
after rivers breached at least 
a dozen levees following 
heavy rain and snowmelt in 
the region, authorities said 
Monday while warning that 
the flooding was expected to 
linger.

About 200 miles of levees 
were compromised — either 
breached or overtopped — in 
four states, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers said. 
Even in places where the 
water level peaked in those 
states — Nebraska, Iowa, 
Missouri and Kansas — the 
current was fast and the wa-
ter so high that damage con-
tinued to pile up. The flood-
ing was blamed for at least 
three deaths.

“The levees are busted 
and we aren’t even into the 
wet season when the rivers 
run high,” said Tom Bullock, 
the emergency management 
director for Missouri’s Holt 
County.

He said many homes in 
a mostly rural area of Holt 
County were inundated with 
6 to 7 feet (1.8 to 2.1 meters) 
of water from the swollen 
Missouri River. He noted 
that local farmers are only a 
month away from planting 
corn and soybeans.

“The water isn’t going to 
be gone, and the levees aren’t 
going to be fixed this year,” 
said Bullock, whose own 
home was now on an island 
surrounded by floodwater.

One couple was rescued 
by helicopter after water 
from three breached levees 
swept across 40,000 acres 
(62.5 square miles), he said. 
Another nine breaches were 

confirmed in Nebraska and 
Iowa counties south of the 
Platte River, the Corps said.

In Atchison County, Mis-
souri, about 130 people were 
urged to leave their homes as 
water levels rose and strained 
levees, three of which had 
already been overtopped by 
water. Missouri State High-
way Patrol crews were on 
standby to rescue anyone 
who insisted on staying de-
spite the danger.

“The next four to five days 
are going to be pretty rough,” 
said Rhonda Wiley, Atchison 
County’s emergency man-
agement and 911 director.

The Missouri River al-
ready crested upstream of 
Omaha, Nebraska, though 
hundreds of people remained 
out of their homes and water 
continued to pour through 
busted levees. Flooding was 
so bad around Fremont, Ne-
braska, that just one lane of 

U.S. 30 was uncovered out-
side the city of 26,000. State 
law enforcement limited 
traffic on that road to pre-ap-
proved trucks carrying gas, 
food, water and other essen-
tial supplies.

“There are no easy fixes 
to any of this,” said Fremont 
City Administrator Brian 
Newton. “We need Mother 
Nature to decrease the height 
of the river.”

In southwest Iowa, the 
Missouri River reached a 
level in Fremont County that 
was 2 feet (0.6 meter) above a 
record set in 2011. The coun-
ty’s emergency management 
director, Mike Crecelius, said 
Monday that more water was 
flooding into low-lying parts 
of Hamburg, where a wall 
of sand-filled barriers was 
breached when one failed.

President Donald Trump 
tweeted Monday that he is 
staying in close contact with 

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds 
and South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem about the flooding.

Reynolds, touring 
flood-ravaged areas of the 
state for the second straight 
day, warned that flooding 
will worsen along the Mis-
sissippi River as snow melts 
to the north.

The National Weather 
Service said the river was 
expected to crest Thursday 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, at its 
third-highest level on record. 
Military C-130 planes were 
evacuated last week from 
nearby Rosecrans Air Na-
tional Guard base.

In North Dakota, Fargo 
was preparing for potential-
ly major flooding along the 
Red River — the same river 
that ravaged the city a decade 
ago. Mayor Tim Mahoney 
declared an emergency and 
asked residents to help fill 1 
million sandbags in response 

to a weather service warning 
that snowmelt poses a big 
risk in Fargo. Sandbag-filling 
operations start March 26.

In Illinois, weather ser-
vice readings showed major 
flooding along the Pecaton-
ica River at Shirland and 
Freeport, and the Rock River 
in the Rockford area and Mo-
line. Freeport City Manager 
Lowell Crow said officials 
there expected the Pecatoni-
ca River “to possibly rise to 
a record level or at least to a 
level we haven’t seen in 50 
years.”

The flooding started after 
a massive late-winter storm 
hit the Midwest last week.

The high water was 
blamed in the deaths of three 
people from Nebraska. Betty 
Hamernik, 80, of rural Co-
lumbus, was trapped in her 
home by the fast-rising Loup 
River. Her body was recov-
ered Saturday.

Homes flood as Missouri River overtops, breaches levees

Man accused of holding up salon turns himself in
By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – The local man 
who allegedly held up a Cottage 
Street salon and who sparked an 
hours-long police negotiation last 
Tuesday night was scheduled to 
appear in Sixth District Court this 
week for arraignment after turning 
himself in to Rhode Island State Po-
lice on Friday afternoon, Pawtucket 
Police said.

Around 3 p.m. Friday, 31-year-
old Dustin French of 20 Annette 
Ave. in Pawtucket turned himself 

in at the Rhode 
Island State Po-
lice’s Lincoln 
barracks and was 
taken into custo-
dy on an active 
arrest warrant 
stemming from 
the armed rob-
bery at oMa Hair 
Design last Tues-

day, police said.
At 1:17 p.m. last Tuesday, a 

masked intruder armed with a rifle 
barged into the salon at 251 Cottage 
St. According to the police dispatch 
log, the armed suspect wearing a 

black ski mask and gloves took off 
in a silver Toyota Camry and was 
last seen on North Bend Street.

Police were able to identify the 
suspect in the alleged armed robbery 
as French, police said. Detectives, 
along with patrol officers, respond-
ed to an address on Annette Avenue 
later that day, where they suspect-
ed French may have been residing. 
Additionally, a person leaving the 
house informed police that French 
was inside the residence, police said.

A perimeter was established 
around the residence and a Paw-
tucket Police negotiator responded 
to the scene to attempt to speak with 

French, but was met with silence in 
response. State Police were notified 
of the situation and the Special Re-
sponse Team was dispatched to the 
scene, police said.

After several hours of attempting 
to reach French – and several hours 
of no response – the State Police 
Special Response Team entered the 
home to conduct a search. A full 
search of the Annette Avenue resi-
dence, however, yielded no suspect, 
as French was not inside when the 
State Police entered, police said.

However, French turned himself 
in to State Police in Lincoln on Fri-
day afternoon. He was then trans-

ported to the Pawtucket Police Sta-
tion for processing, police said.

French was charged with four 
counts of first-degree robbery and 
one count of larceny under $1,500 
and additional charges may be forth-
coming, police said. He appeared 
before a bail commissioner on Sat-
urday and was held without bail.

French was slated to appear in 
Sixth District Court this week for 
formal arraignment. He will also be 
presented as a probation violator, po-
lice said.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

Dustin French
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